
EAA's fall board meetings have 
just concluded. The sessions 
included leaders from our 

three divisions—the International 
Aerobatic Club, Warbirds of America, 
and Vintage Aircraft Association—as 
well as our affi liate, the National 
Association of Flight Instructors. The 
EAA Homebuilt Aircraft Council and 
EAA Ultralight Council also attended.

During the weekend’s meetings we 
inducted outstanding individuals into 
the EAA Sport Aviation Halls of Fame. 
They are people who have established 
EAA’s legacy of craftsmanship and 
innovation.

As we recognized the past by 
honoring them, we also must look 
ahead. As EAA members you can be 
proud of the contributions you are 
making to build aviation’s future. 
There are many things that we do 
collectively, but there are three that I 
would like to focus on…

Innovation, youth, and access to 
fl ight.

 EAA was founded in 1953 on 
the core principles of individuals 
using their innovative skills and 
craftsmanship to build airplanes. 
Innovation has been a mainstay 
of the organization throughout its 
history. EAA AirVenture highlights 
the theme of innovation each year as 
airplanes, technologies, and products 
are introduced at Oshkosh. 

In the early 1990s we surveyed 
10,000 EAA members, and asked: 
“What is the most important thing 
that EAA should focus on in the 
future?” More than 5,000 members 
responded, saying that young people 
did not have the same opportunity 
to get involved in aviation as was 

possible in the ’40s, ’50s, and ’60s. We 
needed to engage youth to build and 
grow aviation’s future.

We contacted the 5,000 EAAers who 
responded and asked how they got 
involved in aviation. Their number 
one incentive was an airplane ride 
from a parent, relative, mentor, or pilot 
at the local airport. That process gave 
birth to the Young Eagles program.

Young Eagles has grown into the 
most signifi cant youth initiative in 
aviation history. We have reached more 
than 1,250,000 kids, who have become 
further engaged through AeroScholars, 
the EAA Air Academy, and local 
opportunities through EAA chapters 
and members. We will continue to 
develop a youth continuum that will 
show young adults a clear path to 
lifetime involvement in aviation. 

While EAA was promoting the 
spirit of innovation and developing 
youth programs, we also addressed 
the economics of learning to fl y and 
aircraft ownership. This started more 
than a decade ago under the banner 
of sport pilot/light-sport aircraft. 
Learning to fl y can be a daunting task. 
The completion rate for new-student 
starts is barely above 30 percent. The 
cost of learning how to fl y can range 
as high as $10,000. The issues of time 

and money can be signifi cant barriers 
to the world of fl ight.

With that in mind EAA invested 
signifi cant resources in support of the 
development of the sport pilot/light-
sport aircraft rules. This vision was shared 
by leaders within the FAA. The path to 
the fi nal rule was long and arduous. But 
the goals were worth the effort.

But that was just the fi rst step. Having 
the rules provided the opportunity, but 
we did not have the infrastructure. 
Looking back to September 2004, when 
the rule was introduced, I was proud of 
the milestone we reached, but I realized 
we were embarking upon a marathon. 

The steps we had to follow were to 
educate, engage, create credibility, and 
support aircraft product development 
and training opportunities. How are 
we doing? We are just where I expected 
to be. Numerous pilots are currently 
exercising sport pilot privileges. 
Hundreds have earned sport pilot 
certifi cates. More important, the Light 
Aircraft Manufacturers Association 
reports more than 500 airplanes 
either purchased or ordered. This is a 
solid start.

At  AirVenture 2006, Cessna 
introduced its light-sport aircraft. 
This was the fi rst major manufacturer 
that expressed interest in developing 
a new airplane according to the 
ASTM standards. Cessna brings the 
potential of a training infrastructure 
that will accelerate the process and 
the impact of sport pilot and light-
sport aircraft. The opportunity to 
grow aviation’s base is upon us. 

I n n o v a t i o n ,  y o u t h ,  a n d 
economical ways to fl y are three 
important goals for EAA that we are 
fulfi lling on your behalf. 
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As EAA members you 
can be proud of the 
contributions you 

are making to build 
aviation’s future.

04_posrep.indd   104_posrep.indd   1 11/10/06   2:25:49 PM11/10/06   2:25:49 PM



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 100
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 100
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 300
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /NLD <>
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (RRD Job Options)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks true
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks true
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks true
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName (U.S. Web Coated \(SWOP\) v2)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements true
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MarksOffset 12.024000
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /UseName
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


