
.  EDITOR’S LOG  .

Mary Jones EAA 224626

Copyright © 2007 by the Experimental Aircraft Association Inc. All rights reserved.
EAA SPORT PILOT & LIGHT-SPORT AIRCRAFT (USPS 600-650; ISSN 1548-7547) is published and owned exclusively by the Experimental Aircraft Association Inc. and is published monthly at EAA Aviation Center, 3000 Poberezny Rd., P.O. Box 3086, Oshkosh, Wisconsin 54903-3086. Periodicals 
postage paid at Oshkosh, Wisconsin 54901 and at additional mailing offices. EAA membership and EAA SPORT PILOT magazine are available for $40 per year, of which $20 is for the publication of EAA SPORT PILOT. Membership is open to all who are interested in aviation. POSTMASTER: 
Send address changes to EAA SPORT PILOT, P.O. Box 3086, Oshkosh, WI 54903-3086. PM 40032445 Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to World Distribution Services, Station A, P.O. Box 54, Windsor, ON N9A 6J5, e-mail: cpcreturns@wdsmail.com. FOREIGN AND APO ADDRESSES 
— Please allow at least two months for delivery of EAA SPORT PILOT to foreign and APO addresses via surface mail. EAA STATEMENT OF POLICY — Material published in EAA SPORT PILOT is contributed by EAA members and other interested parties. No remuneration is made. Opinions 
expressed in articles are solely those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the opinions of the Experimental Aircraft Association, Inc. Accuracy of the material is the sole responsibility of the contributor. ADVERTISING — EAA does not guarantee or endorse any product offered through 
the advertising. Refer to Classified Advertising Section under “Plans” for policy regarding the advertising of plans for aircraft. We invite constructive criticism and welcome any report of inferior merchandise obtained through our advertising so that corrective measures can be taken.

 Don’t underestimate your influence

The Power of One...
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In mid-May, I had the wonderful 
experience of hearing eight of the 
13 women who were secretly test-

ed as astronaut candidates in 1961…
yes, 1961… speak at the University 
of Wisconsin-Oshkosh (UWO). Talk 
about an inspirational group of gutsy 
women who still have a lot of infl u-
ence! If you’re not familiar with “The 
Mercury 13,” I highly recommend 
the book of the same title, authored 
by Martha Ackmann. (You can also 
read more about them in EAA Sport 
Aviation this month; see “At the Mu-
seum,” pages 106-110.)

The Mercury 13 were awarded 
honorary doctor of science degrees 
from UWO during the university’s 
spring commencement ceremonies, 
the fi rst public recognition the wom-
en have ever received as a group. 

As I listened, I wondered how it 
came to be that the UWO decided 
to honor these women. It’s not like 
there’s some obvious connection.

As it turns out, about three years 
ago the UWO administration devel-
oped a program called Odyssey for all 
incoming freshmen. Its purpose is to 
bring commonality to each student’s 
beginning college experience. One 
part of that program is that every 
freshman read the same book. 

A committee of university admin-
istrators and professors formed to se-
lect a book that had a social justice 
theme, a book that might spark dis-
cussion. Then Dean of Letters and Sci-
ence Michael Zimmerman (now with 
Butler University) recommended The 
Mercury 13, and it was chosen. 

For the past two years, each in-
coming freshman has received this 
book, and each semester author Ack-
mann, and Wally Funk, one of the 
Mercury 13, have visited the cam-
pus to speak to students. Inspired 
by the story of the Mercury 13’s 
courage and commitment, some of 
the faculty and staff at UWO recom-
mended that the Mercury 13 be the 
honorary doctorate awardees for 
the spring of 2007. UWO Chancel-
lor Richard Wells accepted that rec-
ommendation, and the UW board 
of regents approved it. 

On May 12, 2007, 1,300 graduates 
along with their family and friends 
watched as eight of the Mercury 13 
accepted their honorary degrees and 
listened as Ackmann delivered the 
commencement address, “The Sky’s 
Not the Limit.”

That’s the story. 
What struck me, though, is the 

infl uence one person, Michael Zim-
merman, had. Because of his rec-
ommendation, UWO freshmen for 

the past four semesters (number-
ing a couple thousand) have been 
exposed to this book. (I was a col-
lege freshman once; I won’t assume 
they read it.) Then, several thou-
sand more people who attended this 
spring’s commencement ceremonies 
learned of the Mercury 13. Some 200 
media outlets, including the Wash-
ington Post, USA TODAY, Forbes, and 
Fox network and CNN featured their 
visit and their story—including Wis-
consin Public Radio, which fed the 
story to Morning Edition on Na-
tional Public Radio. Now, it’s safe to 
say that millions may have learned 
about the Mercury 13—all because 
of the initial action of Zimmerman 
and, of course, Ackmann, who saw a 
passing reference to the Mercury 13 
years ago and followed through to 
write the book.

I think all this lends credence 
to anthropologist Margaret Mead’s 
famous statement, “Never doubt 
that a small group of thoughtful, 
committed citizens can change the 
world; indeed, it’s the only thing 
that ever has.” We EAAers have our 
own personal example of that in our 
founder, Paul Poberezny; his wife, 
Audrey; and their group of friends 
who started EAA some 55 years ago. 
How many thousands of lives have 
their actions touched or infl uenced?

So, when the kids aren’t listening, 
when your boss grimaces at your 
latest brainstorm, or when you’re 
feeling no one cares, remember this 
story and that one person can make 
a difference.

As I listened, I wondered 

how it came to be that 

the UWO decided to 

honor these women. 

It’s not like there’s some 

obvious connection.
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